


PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRIAN FRANCIS (TOP): COURTESY OF BROOKE COE {BOTTOM}

| WORKSHOP |

Finishing
Finesse

Follow a few simple tips
to complete the final
touches to your project.

fter you've completed the prep
work of sanding, scraging, and
cleaning the project surfaces,
the next steps in finishing require a dust
mask, sandpaper or steel wool, a drop
cloth, solvents, your desired finish, and
applicators such as brushes and pads.
Start by thoroughly cleaning the shop
the day belore finishing to remove any
debris, large shavings, and coarse saw-
dust. Then use a shop vacuum and/or
compressed air to remove sanding dust
and other fine residue from the project

staining
pad

surfaces, and place the projectin a clean
gpace. Consider using scrap wood and
clear plastic sheeting to build a tempo-
rary small enclosure.

Open doors and windows, and set
one or more exhaust fans near them. Use
a leaf blower or similar air source to stir
up the fine dust that has settled in all
the nooks and crevices in your shop, and
continue exhausting the air until there
are no more visible dust elouds.
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Make sure that the lemperature and
humidity levels in your finishing space
are within the range recommended for
the finish you are applying. Keep a fire
extinguisher on hand, and invest in a
metal waste can with a lid to dispose of
soiled rags.

To take care of grain raising or dust
gettling in the first coat of finish, wet-sand
the cured coat, wipe it down, and then

apply additional coats as needed.
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